January 4, 2018
PEACE IN YOUR LIFE
You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.
Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal. Isaiah 26:3-4
"My peace I leave with you," said Jesus as He met with the disciples in the Upper Room.
This was immediately followed by two commands: Don't be troubled; don't be afraid."
What Jesus had in mind was a good deal more than worry, being concerned about
something. The word means to be confused, to be in turmoil, to be distraught. And
that's the condition of many people today who have trouble sleeping, are anxious,
fearful, and have hearts filled with worry.
Remember, there are three reasons why you can have this peace.
1) Because of God's power.
2) Because of the promise which Christ made to His disciples, and to us as well. And, 3)
Because of God's sovereignty, which means He's in control.
OK, for several minutes focus on what I've just said. Yes, you know that God is
powerful. When Christ was here, nobody did the things that He did. You also know that
the Bible is full of great promises, but you tend to disconnect from them, not really
thinking that they apply to you personally. Others? Yes. But burdened by our failures
and feelings of worthlessness, you seldom say, "I'm going to trust God for this need
because I am His child."
You also believe that God is in control of our world, that in His time He will say,
"Enough!" and send His Son to reclaim the territory which Satan has taken control of.
But how do you make this connection of faith? Simply put, how do you become
God's child so you know that your name is attached to those great and awesome
promises?
The Bible says that God sent His son on a mission--to seek and to save that which
was lost–and lost is the one word that describes all of us until we establish a
relationship with God's Son. The New Testament calls Him a shepherd who goes in
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search of us; and when He finds us, the Shepherd of our souls lifts us from the muck and
mire and puts our feet on solid rock.
But what Christ did is a gift. When you trust the Shepherd of your soul, God
adopts you, bringing you into His family (see Galatians 4:4-7). That's good news. The
following story will help you get the picture.
Two Arab boys were playing together when a firearm accidentally discharged,
immediately killing one of the boys. In that culture, an-eye-for-an-eye was the law of
the tribe, and the family of the boy who had been killed began to search for the lad who
had fled in fear, running to the tent of the Sheik who was the undisputed leader of the
tribe. Holding to the stake of the tent, he tearfully pled for mercy, and the Sheik took
mercy on the boy and said, "I will protect you; come into my tent." Moments later, the
angry crowd gathered, calling for his life. And only then the Sheik learned that it was his
son--his only son–who had been killed. He had just given His word that this boy's life
would be safe.
He stood there, puzzled, angry, and uncertain. Then he quietly spoke, "I have
given my word which cannot be broken. This boy's life is to be spared. But I will take
him and raise Him as my son," and that is exactly what He did.
That's how you can find yourself under the hand of God's protection and shelter,
friend. His Son died so that you might have life. That will bring peace to your heart in a
troubled world.
Resource reading: Philippians 4:1-9.
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